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How is prayer communicating with God? 


Question: "How is prayer communicating with God?" 

Answer: To understand the nature of God's communication to us, and ours to Him, we need to start with a few key 
precepts. The first is that God only speaks truth. He never lies, and He is never deceitful. Job 34:12 declares, “It is 
unthinkable that God would do wrong, that the Almighty would pervert justice.” The second precept is that the Bible is 
God's very words. The Greek word for “Scripture,” graphe, is used 51 times in the New Testament to describe the Old 
Testament writings. Paul affirms in 2 Timoth y 3:16 that these words are literally “breathed out by God.” The word graphe 
also applies to the New Testament, specifically when Peter calls Paul's epistles “scripture” in 2 Peter 3:16 . and also when 
Paul (in 1 Timoth y 5:18 1 quotes Jesus' words as found in Luke 10:7 and calls them “scripture.” Thus, once we establish that a 
New Testament writing belongs in the special category “scripture,” then we are correct in applying 2 Timoth y 3:16 to that 
writing as well, and saying that that writing also has the characteristics Paul attributes to “all scripture.” It is “God- 
breathed,” and all its words are the very words of God. 

Why is this information pertinent to the subject of prayer? Now that we have established that God only speaks truth and 
that the Bible is God's very words, we can come logically to the following two conclusions about communication with God. 
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How is prayer communicating with God? 

i-irst, since tne tsioie says tnat uoa nears man (Ksaim i/:e>, //:i ; isaian -58:0), man can trust tnat wnen ne is in a rignt 
relationship with God and he speaks to God, God will hear him. Second, since the Bible is God's words, man can trust that 
when he is in a right relationship with God and he reads the Bible, he is literally hearing God's spoken word. The right 
relationship with God that is necessary for healthy communication between God and man is evidenced in three ways. The 
first is a turning from sin, or repentance. Psalm 27:9, for example, is the plea of David for God to hear him and not turn 
away from him in anger. From this, we know that God does turn His face away from man's sin and that sin hinders the 
communication between God and man. Another example of this is found in Lsaiah 59:2, where Isaiah tells the people, “But 
your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.” So, 
when there is unconfessed sin in our lives, it will hinder communication with God. 

Also necessary for communication is a humble heart. God speaks these words in Isaiah 66:2, “This is the one I esteem: he 
who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.” The third thing is a righteous life. This is the positive side 
of turning from sin and is marked specifically by effectiveness in prayer. James 5:16 says, “The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective.” 

Our speech to God may be vocal, in our minds, or written. We can be confident that He will hear us and that the Holy Spirit 
will help us to pray what we ought to pray. Romans 8:26 says, “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do 
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.” 

As far as God's method of communicating back to us, we should be looking for God to speak to us primarily through 
Scripture, rather than trusting that God will always put thoughts directly into our minds in order to guide us to specific 
actions or decisions. Because of our capacity for self-deception, it is not wise to accept the idea that any and every thought 
that enters our minds is from God. Sometimes, regarding specific issues in our lives, God does not speak to us directly 
through Scripture, and it can be understandably tempting to look for extra-biblical revelation in those instances. However, 
at such times, it is wisest-in order to avoid putting words in God's mouth and/or opening ourselves to deception-to find 
answers by referring to biblical principles that He has already given us. 

It is also advisable to pray earnestly for the wisdom to come to the right conclusions, for He has promised to give wisdom to 
those who ask for it. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will 
be given him” (James 1:5). How is prayer communicating with God? Prayer is our speaking from our hearts to our heavenly 
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i-atner, ana, in return, uoas speaKing to us tnrougn ms wora ana guiaing us oy tne leaaing ot ms bpint. 

Recommended Resource: The Prayer That Turns the World Upside Down: The Lord's Prayer as a Manifesto for Revolution b y 
R. Albert Mohler Jr. 
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